Necrotising fasciitis--an old enemy or a new foe.
Necrotising fasciitis when described by Meleney was caused predominantly by Streptococcus pyogenes. Since then, there were several reports which confirmed streptococcus as the main organism identified in this disease entity. However, recently there were reports of necrotising fasciitis caused by organisms other than Streptococcus. We analysed 19 cases of necrotising fasciitis seen in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery over a period of 24 months to see if this disease entity has changed significantly. The patients in our series were between the ages of 19 to 85 years with an average age of 57.2 years. Males were more often affected (16 out of 19). The majority of the patients have some form of underlying disease (16 out of 19 cases). There was a trend towards polymicrobial infection and many were resistant to standard antimicrobial therapy. The mortality rate was 21.1%. Our results are comparable to many earlier series.